
 

 

 

 

Selected facts on Moldovan migration (2013)  
 

 Introduction to the research 

Concurrent household and migrant surveys were conducted by Centre for Sociological, Political    
and Psychological Analysis and Investigations (CIVIS) and International Agency for Source Country 
Information ( I A S C I ) within NEXUS Moldova. 

CIVIS (Moldova) and IASCI (Austria) are wholly independent and non-aligned organizations.     
Since 2005, similar studies have been carried out in Albania, Armenia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Kosovo 
and Romania, and in 2014, another survey will be carried out in Ukraine. 

All figures presented (except G below) relate to the 12 months preceding the fieldwork carried      
out in May – August 2013. These findings are indicative in nature and subject to final review.  
Publication is planned for November 2013.  

 Key findings from the 2013 household survey 
 

A. Overview: 
 

 38.6% of Moldovan households had one or more person practicing international migration 
and/or geographical mobility (internal mobility) 

 29.4% of households had one, more or all members in international migration, either 
long-term or seasonal 

 

B. Long-term international migration (defined as in migration for over 12 months) 
 

 411,000 or 12.4% of total population is in long-term international migration  
 Of this 

 370,000 are labor migrants or 11% of the total population  
o 23% of households are impacted by international labor migration 
o 56% (or 206,000) of the labor migrants are in Russia, 22% (or 81,000) in Italy, and 

between 2% and 3% (or 8,000 to 10,000) in each of France, Turkey and Portugal 
o 56% are male / 44% female 
o 68% are from rural areas / 32% urban 

In addition 

 18,400 Moldovans are studying abroad 
 18,700 people are in migration for the purpose of family reunification 
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C. Seasonal Migration (defined as in migration less than 9 months per year) 

 
 109,000 Moldovans are engaged in seasonal migration 

o this represents 3.3% of the total population and impacts 7.7% of all households in 
Moldova 

o 81% migrate seasonally to Russian Federation (or 88,000 persons), 7% to Italy (or 
7,700 persons) 

o 72% are male / 28% female 
o 70% are from rural areas / 30% urban 

 
 

D. Geographical Mobility (broadly defined as (i) internal migration and (ii) commuting) 

 
 217,000 persons or 6.6% of the total Moldova population are engaged in geographical mobility 

(13.1% of households)  
o 58% to Chisinau 

o 19% to their existing regional center 
o 12% to another regional center 
o meaning 89% commuted or moved to an urban center 

 
 

E. Return Migration (def. returned from international migration on a permanent basis) 

 
 44,000 international migrants, or 1.3% of the total Moldovan population, have 

returned to Moldova to date (involving 3.2% of Moldovan households) 

o 5.8% returned between 1992-2000, 36.2% between 2001-2009, 54.5% between  
2010-2013 

o 49% returned from Russian Federation, 15% from Italy, 12% from Israel 
 
 

F. Potential Migration (def. as including intention to practice labor migration, study, seasonal and 
internal mobility in the next 12 months; total population in this case excludes current migrants (B 
and C above)) 

 
 91.2% of total population has no migration intention in the next 12 months and 4.3% do not 

know 
o 56,000 or 2.0% of the total population intend to go into long-term 

international labor migration in the next 12 months 
o 51,000 or 1.8% of total population intend to enter into seasonal work abroad 

o 18,000 or 0.7% of total population intend to move or commute within Moldova 
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G. Key financial estimates for LONG-TERM ECONOMIC MIGRANTS in 2012 (in Euro): 
 
 

Total value of HH income abroad 4,481,000,000 100%  

Total value of HH expenses abroad 1,884,000,000 42%  

Total value of remittances 920,000,000  21% 100% 

Consumed 442,000,000   48% 

Saved in Moldova 193,000,000   21% 

Invested in real estate 230,000,000   25% 

Invested in business 46,000,000   5% 

Other 9,000,000   1% 

Total value of net savings abroad 1,677,000,000  37%  

Note! The financial figures in this table are based on the IASCI-CIVIS Migrant Survey 2013 and  
are extrapolated using 258,600 households of long-term migrants abroad.  

 
 
     Disclaimer: 

This extract does not reflect in any way the opinion of the European Union and SDC or 
the Nexus Moldova consortium partners not involved in carrying out the research. 

 
 

 Household Survey goals 

 Estimate precisely the number of internal migrants, external migrant – seasonal and 
long-term, returned migrants and potential migrants 

 Provide relevant data  to promote  stability  and sustainable  economic  development  in 
Moldova facilitating management strategies of migration 

 Methodological background 

Method: probabilistic large-scale nationally representative quantitative survey 

 
Sample size: 20,850 households (HH). Of these, in 1,785 HHs with long-term migrants a  basic 
questionnaire was applied, as well a control group of 366 HHs with no migrant was interviewed. 

 
Survey technique: face-to-face interview at household level 

 
Target group: 

1. Moldovan households in general 
2. Households with long-term migrants 
3. Households with no migrant (control group) 

 
Survey tool: structured questionnaires with open-ended questions. Working languages were 
Romanian and Russian. 
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Sample design: stratified, multistage, probabilistic – settlements and households were selected 
based on a probabilistic scheme, each household having an initial known non-zero probability to 
be included in the sample. Research sample included 139 secondary sampling units with a number 
of “150” households visited (based on probabilistic selection) per sampling unit. In all 109 localities 
were included in the sample. 

Reference population: totality of population and households existed in the surveyed country. 
The information for sample design is based on the most recent Census in Moldova dated 2004. No 
area of the population was excluded from the sample. 

Sampling frame: the list of all localities at the first sampling stage, the list of all SSU in every locality 
selected at the first stage for the second stage, the list of all households within each SSU obtained in 
the listing. 

Survey period: May – August 2013 

Extrapolation and calibration principle: data were calibrated, weighted and extrapolated based on 
the official data about household numbers and structure from last available Census in 2004. 

Data limitation: no direct effort was made to capture the migrant population outside our target 
groups, i.e. emigrants that have affectively not maintain their contacts with Moldova.  

Quality scale of the key indicators, according to standards of Canadian Statistics  

Indicator 
Quality of 

estimation (1) 
Long term international migration A 

Labor A 

in Russia B 

in Italia C 

Seasonal migration B 

in Russia C 

in Italia C 

Geographical mobility B 

Return migration C 

Potential migration B 

long term international B 

seasonal migration B 

internal C 

 
 

 
Variation 

coefficient in % 
Meaning of quality scale 

A<= 5 Excellent 

B<= 10 Very good 

C<= 15 Good 

D<= 20 Acceptable 

E<= 35 Can be used with precaution 

F> 35 Too poor to be published 
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